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pro jec t
The Lighthouse Project proposes a house. Named a House it had to address inhabitation: for whom was 
defined by each student.
Additionally the Lighthouse had to include a public function. Light was considered as an attractor and 
conductor of flows in the urban context and in relation with the activity of living. The public program 
acted as  a pivotal part of the project, being the connecting part between city and habitation. The focus 
was set on the transitional aspects and spatial conditions between public and private and their changing 
appearances during different light conditions in time.
The semester was structured along a time axis. The 12 weeks of the semester were considered being 
a 24 hours cycle that evolves 2 hours per week. Thus the projects were traveling through a 24-hour 
journey from dawn to dawn.  
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GRAVITY AT WORK
3-D software is implemented 
as a tool for analysis of spatial 
conditions and transformations 
in time. The parallel construction 
of a physical model and its 
counterpart in the digital realm 
fosters an understanding of 
structures and forces. at work.” 
dawn
LIGHT PERFORMANCE
In the first week, the studio prepared in groups of 
2 a Light performance. The reference structure for 
this project was a matrix consisting of 12 cones 
having one common center. The uter shape of 
the matrix was a polyhedron with 12 faces. Every 
group was w rking on one of these cones, each 
one differing in orie tation and inclination. 
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MATRIX
With the concept of Light performance 
each group also proposed a structure 
for the construction of the matrix. 
In the course of the first phase, one 
proposal was selected and built 
by the whole class. The individual 
projects were a negotiation between 
the group’s concept of light as 
manifested in their physical construct 
and the matrix as a group setting.
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The final proposal for Overflow was 
test-assembled in Renens near the 
workshop facilities at ECAL on a 
football field on 6th June, 2008. 
It is a structure of 9 by 15 meters
expansion. Conceived as a flexible 
post-tensioned polystyrene
structure, fastened along the 
embankment parapet as a
l ’heure  b leue LIGHT MAPPINGIn a second phase the studio 
reconsidered the light performance 
and its respective aspects of light and 
performance by mapping the light. 
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GRAVITY AT WORK
3-D software is implemented 
as a tool for analysis of spatial 
conditions and transformations 
in time. The parallel construction 
of a physical model and its 
counterpart in the digital realm 
fosters an understanding of 
structures and forces. at work.” 
twi l ight
WILIGHT
In a third phase a specific site in 
London was chosen by the students 
and a design prop sal for the 
Lighthouse Project was developed.
The notions of light-space elaborated 
until then enable  to co ce trate 
on neuralgic spots within the urban 
context regarding their light 
identity.
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Shorditch exhibition center
a space were light make us loose our notions 
of orientation and deepth
step 1
light mapping
step 2
"v" modules
step 
curved wall
step 4 
living the level of the city
urban scale
curves in space
private and public interaction
trought form and opening
sections 1/33
elevation and plan 1/33
inside space  entrance
longitudinale section 1/33
Indirect light is coming 
from the private space to 
change the perception of 
the exhibition space 
throught the day. 
The atelier has direct 
light coming from the 
roof. 
the opening between the 
two space is the only ho-
rizontal line. from the 
transition aera we can 
see trought it so that 
the atelier became part 
of the exhibiton.
the opening resume the 
concept that light change 
our vision of the real 
space but has the key in 
her form to find back our 
orientation. 
exhibition2exhibitionentrance transition light openings concept
in section and plan
between the two 
commercial aera of 
shorditch,
next to the new 
train station,
the lighthouse link 
them toghether by 
creating
a meeting point.
constructive system
metal curves ae hold in space by a system of 
poutre en treillis
WK 19 08MAIShorditch exhibition center:
A project investigating on 
light, orientation an depth.
Lila Held
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House for Mister T:
A house arranged around 
a 24 hours cycle on June 
21st  experienced by the 
inhabitant Mister T. During 
the remaining 364 days the 
house is rented.
Nicolas de Courten
WK 20 15MAI
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The 2106 Light*house
CONCEPT
The materialization of bounderies between light and shadow generate direct entlightened spaces in 
time; the lightspaces.
SITE
The location of the project is a residual rubbish space, enclosed by two existing buildings. Lecture 
1: their window-free walls suggest the intention of an extension. Lecture 2: on the ground, there are 
traces of an old street connecting the different areas.  1+2= the environment is subject of those two 
contradictory positions, making it a conflictual situation.
The project is reflecting the environment datas. Proposing the two fonctions; an inhabitation and a 
public passage, it tries to reform the conflictual environment, deleting the two contradictory posi-
tions. A retroactiv action on the site.
MANIFESTO
The LH2106 is a oneday house. The project is a programatic mixture of specific lightspaces. Each 
one of them is defined by materialized bounderies between light and shadow. This generates 
spaces, closed by direct enlightened plans, for an exact period of time (related to the program of 
each room). As an exemple, every plan of the Room 7-7.5 gets direct sunlight rays from 7.01 am to 
7.29 am. During that lap, there is no plan in the shadow. The room becomes the lightspace of the 
house in that specific moment, used for a specific activity in time. The only shadow comes from the 
user of the rooms.
The Light*house is an assembled combination of these different lightspaces, offering natural light 
configurations to the different programs of each room.
CONSTRUCTION
Made of a polycarbonate pannels (boxconstruction), the wall, as materialisation of these bounde-
ries, is a decomposition of the light/shadow-plans. Like each room, it represents a period (between 
3-5 minutes) of the percieved solar movement on earth. That's why it's called the 3 minute wall©. 
Assembled together, the pannels form a boxconstruction able to assume any structural fonctions.
PROGRAM
inhabitation
This day begins at 07:00 am, as Mister T wakes up. 30 minutes later, fresh wached, he leaves the  
7-7.5 room, and enters the next. He takes coffee with milk and sugar, and some donuts. As plan-
ned, at 08:00 am, he leaves the house.
06:00 pm, it's done, Mister T comes back, prepares dinner and reads the local news in the S18-19 
room, as if nothing happened. One hour later, he eats his meal and finishes his book in the last 
room. 09:00 pm, he goes back to the sleeping room, packs his bag and checks his flight ticket. 
Tomorrow, Mister T will continue, somewhere, close to the 2206 Light*house.
During the rest of the year, the LH will be rented for a very good price, with the only condition to 
leave it from the 20th of june 21 pm to the 20nd 7.5 am, no questions asked.
+public space
The project proposes an inhabitation for the site, as well as a public part connecting the city and 
the house. In the same way, it connects the local city structure with the hyperlocal inhabitation 
area. The spatial configuration of the house has an important impact on the condition of that 
space. It's a geometrical negociation between private and public spaces. At night, artificial light 
comes into play to attract and conduct the local flow, and to bring security to that transitional 
space; the house becomes a public streetlight.
CONCEPT
The materialization of bounderies between light and shadow generate direct 
entlightened spaces in time; the lightspaces.
SITE
The location of the project is a residual rubbish space, enclosed by two existing buildings. Lecture 
1: their window-free walls suggest the intention of an extension. Lecture 2: on the ground, there 
are traces of an old street connecting the different areas.  1+2= the environment is subject of those 
two contradictory positions, making it a conflictual situation.
The project is reflecting the environment datas. Proposing the two fonctions; an inhabitation and a 
public passage, it tries to reform the conflictual environment, deleting the two contradictory posi-
tions. A retroactiv action on the site.
MANIFESTO
The LH2106 is a oneday house. The 
project is a programatic mixture of specific 
lightspaces. Each one of them is defined 
by materialized bounderies between light 
and shadow. This generates spaces, 
closed by direct enlightened plans, for an 
exact period of time (related to the 
program of each room). As an exemple, 
every plan of the Room 7-7.5 gets direct 
sunlight rays from 7.01 am to 7.29 am. 
During that lap, there is no plan in the 
shadow. The room becomes the lights-
pace of the house in that specific moment, 
used for a specific activity in time. The only 
shadow comes from the user of the 
rooms.
The Light*house is an assembled combi-
nation of these different lightspaces, 
offering natural light configurations to the 
different programs of each room.
PROGRAM
inhabitation
This day begins at 07:00 am, as Mister T wakes up. 30 
minutes later, fresh wached, he leaves the  7-7.5 room, 
and enters the next. He takes coffee with milk and 
sugar, and some donuts. As planned, at 08:00 am, he 
leaves the house.
06:00 pm, it's done, Mister T comes back, prepares 
dinner and reads the local news in the S18-19 room, 
as if nothing happened. One hour later, he eats his 
meal and finishes his book in the last room. 09:00 pm, 
he goes back to the sleeping room, packs his bag and 
checks his flight ticket. Tomorrow, Mister T will conti-
nue, somewhere, close to the 2206 Light*house.
During the rest of the year, the LH will be rented for a 
very good price, with the only condition to leave it from 
the 20th of june 21 pm to the 20nd 7.5 am, no ques-
tions asked.
+public space
The project proposes an inhabitation for the site, as 
well as a public part connecting the city and the house. 
In the same way, it connects the local city structure 
with the hyperlocal inhabitation area. The spatial confi-
guration of the house has an important impact on the 
condition of that space. It's a geometrical negociation 
between private and public spaces. At night, artificial 
light comes into play to attract and conduct the local 
flow, and to bring security to that transitional space; 
the house becomes a public streetlight.
CONSTRUCTION
Made of a polycarbonate panels (boxconstruction), the 
wall, as materialisation of these bounderies, is a decom-
position of the light/shadow-plans. Like each room, it 
represents a period (between 3-5 minutes) of the percie-
ved solar movement on earth. That's why it's called the 
3 minute wall©. Assembled together, the panels form a 
boxconstruction able to assume any structural fonctions.
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House for Mister T:
A house arranged around 
a 24 hours cycle on June 
21st  experienced by the 
inhabitant Mister T. During 
the remaining 364 days the 
house is rented.
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Lighthouse
A project for a night-club, a 
child - care and an inhabitation 
merged into one structure. 
A reinterpretation of the 
lighthouse as an urban place of 
social encounters.
Thaddée Lucan, Augusta Porok
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